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BY JESSICA IAVAZZ| 


Music can 
change 
the world 


his annual music issue is one that I have been looking forward to all 

year. I always get the most excited about the music features we have 

showcasing small bands that I know are going to be blowing up your 

iPods soon enough or well-known artists that already have us all jam- 

ming. I love the way a song or an artist can immediately bring you back 
to a different place, time and memory or the way one single track can just “get 
you,” describing every emotion that you are feeling as if the artist wrote the song 
just for you. I truly believe that for every situation or feeling that could possibly 
occur, there is a song written about it somewhere in the world. 

For this year’s music issue, we aimed to infuse every story included with the un- 
derlying music theme. For our sports story we asked some of the softball team their 
favorite tracks on their iPods, our In-Depth story looks at how the Orange County 
Music Awards is changing that region’s musical scene and the opinion piece fo- 
cuses on a student's favorite band reunions and one they would like to see in the 
future. For this cover, we also wanted to give mention to more than one amazing 
artist. We juxtaposed a talented musician just gaining recognition, Erin McCarley, 
with a band that I've been listening to since my middle school days and is still put- 
ting out quality hits, New Found Glory. 1 also had the amazing opportunity to inter- 
view Chad Wolf, the lead singer of Carolina Liar, a band whose album I have been 
listening to on repeat for the past few months. Wolf's sincerity and passion were so 
apparent, and it just reaffirmed what I already knew — they’re extremely talented 
and deserve huge recognition. If you haven't listened to them, check out their al- 
bum “Coming to Terms” along with all the other music of our cover artists. 

I'm sure by now you can tell how passionate I am about music, and I'm always 
on the lookout for up-and-coming artists that I believe in and can follow through 
till they are tearing up the music charts (which has happened several times in the 
past and each time I feel just as excited for them like I've watched them “grow 
up” in a sense). The picture I have included this month is of my best friend/fel- 
low music addict/concert buddy/roommate Kaitlyn and I, and I have to dedicate 
this issue to her due to all of the funny and memorable experiences we have had 
together because of music. In the words of famous musician, Bono, “Music can 
change the world because it can change people.” If only life were a musical... 
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REUNITED 


OUR FAVORITE BANDS OF PAST DECADES ARE COMING BACK, BUT ARE THEY REALLY BET- 
TER THAN EVER? BY JASEY RAE 


F THE WORLD WERE A PERFECT PLACE, 
every day would be a beach day, the 
Dirtbags would actually make it to 
Omaha and my favorite bands would 
never break up. But, alas, the world is 
not perfect. It has been raining on and 
off all of 2009, the Dirtbags are having a diff- 
cult start and I’m still waiting for that ‘N Sync 
reunion. Britney had a comeback, so they're 
next, right? (Side note — Britney did not have a 
break-up therefore she cannot have a “reunion,” 


but she did have a breakdown, which is worse). 


SPICE GIRLS 


While I await that epic event, let me regale you 
with reunions of artists past. Exhibit A — Spice 
Girls. Anyone who was a part of the Spice Girls 
fad in the 1990s had been eagerly awaiting the 
return of mile high platforms and girl power. 
I myself had been itching to spice up my life 
for some time and was thrilled when the girls 
announced their 2008 reunion tour. The tour 
was insanely successful, each venue selling 
out in mere minutes. Posh, Ginger, Baby, Scary 
and Sporty took the stage looking better than 
ever. Don’t they say spices get better with age? 
Wait, that’s wine, but nonetheless these spices 
became hotter over the years and proved they 
could still make us shake it to the left if we're 
having a good time and shake it to the right 


when we know that we feel fine. 


BACKSTREGT BOYS 


Speaking of bands that remind us of our youth, 
you just can't forget the Backstreet Boys. Every 
middle school dance had me jamming to “As 
Long as You Love Me.” It was one of those songs 
that made you desperate for a dance partner, 
and if you were asked to dance to a BSB slow 
jam, you were automatically considered one 
of the elite. In fact, I think my 8th grade boy- 
friend asked me out while we danced to that 


song, which I think is kind of weird. If you lis- 
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ten to the lyrics, doesn’t it sound like they are 
singing to an ex-con? I mean come on, “I don't 
care who you are, where you're from, what you 
did, as long as you love me.” They returned to 
the scene in 2005 with an improved sound on 
“Never Gone,” and I'm not going to lie, I didn’t 
realize how “Incomplete” I felt without them in 
my life. Then they totally altered my world with 
the departure of Kevin Richardson in 2006 and 
who even heard about their 2007 release “Un- 
breakable?” Yeah, exactly. I didn’t either, which 
just proves that a reunion is only possible with 


all of the original members. 


SUBLIME 

I'm not trying to discriminate and only talk 
about groups that played to areas of screaming 
tween girls (yes, 1 was one of them and admit 
it you all were too), so does anyone remember 
a little band called Sublime? After forming in 
1988, the Long Beach-based ska-punk band hit 
mainstream success with the release of their 
self-titled third album. Sadly, front man Bradley 
Nowell died of a heroine overdose shortly be- 
fore that album's release in 1996 never seeing 
the success they would receive, and the remain- 
ing band members broke up soon after. Their 
success was undeniable though whether they 
were together or not, and undoubtedly, “What 
I Got,” was the most popular song off the al- 
bum, earning the top spot on the Modern Rock 
Tracks chart as well as a spot on the Billboard 
Hot 100. But this year on Feb. 26, the surviving 
members of Sublime announced that its nearly 


13-year break-up was over. Armed with a new 


singer and an old sound, the band played a one- 


time gig at Cantino Los Tres Hobres in northern 


Nevada on Feb. 28. Fans were unsure if that 
show was an impromptu reunion or a glimpse 
into the future, but Sublime left us all wanting 
more when a few days later they confirmed that 
it was indeed a reunion, but they had no firm 


touring plans yet. 


BLINK 182 


Finally, the last band that has us all anxiously 
waiting is Blink 182. After separating in 2005 
when Tom DeLonge left the band to form Angels 
& Airwaves and Mark Hoppus and Travis Barker 
formed +44, these guys left many of us feel- 
ing empty and lost as though music to our ears 
would never sound the same again. Four years 


later, the band announced loud and clear that 


“Blink 182 is back!” I'm not saying that the boys’ 
separate and solo projects weren't a success, but 
nothing can come close to the magic of Blink 182. 
The band had legions of devoted fans and their 
music inspired a generation of rebellious teenag- 
ers. Though all the rebellious teenagers are now 
all grown up, we will never out grow our love of 
Blink. When the band announced its reunion at 
the sist Grammy Awards ceremony, you could 
literally feel the excitement. I’m pretty sure that 
at that moment the stars realigned and a sense of 
equilibrium returned to the universe. After seeing 
the three members -DeLonge, Barker and Hoppus- 
onstage together, you would think it couldn't get 
any better. Wrong. The boys announced that they 
are in the studio recording a new album and are 


planning a summer 2009 tour. My life rocks. 


This past year has been a time marked by amaz- 
ing band reunions, and I’m not complaining. 
Who would have ever thought they would have 
seen some of these bands back together? After 
having kids, working on separate projects and 
feuding, often times it seemed like an impossi- 
bility. But alas, Spice Girls, Backstreet Boys, Sub- 
lime and Blink 182 all did it. Now we just have 
to work on getting ‘N Sync back together. Yeah, 
Joey might be a little overweight, Chris might be 
a little old, JC a little boring and Lance, well you 


know, but we still have Justin. Plus, what is it we 
learn about in college? Synergy? The whole is 
greater that the sum of its parts. Just some ad- 
vice for all those broken-up bands. 
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OWA CITY, IOWA IS YOUR AVERAGE 

Midwest college town, home to the 

University of lowa with a population 

of around 68,000. Overall, it seems like 

a pretty nice place, but I would wager it 

wasn't on Head Coach Kim Sowder's list 
of top places to visit. 

That was until Sowder and her nationally 
ranked Forty-Niners were informed that because 
of inadequate home facilities at LBSU that the 
team was being shipped over 1,800 miles to the 
northeast to take part in the toughest post-season 
softball regionals in the country. 

The extensive travel, lack of a home field ad- 
vantage and tough competition led to an early 
exit from the Women s College World Series for the 
then No. 14-ranked ‘Niners and a feeling of “what 
if’ for fans. But despite the abrupt end to last sea- 
son and the departure of many of its key players 
because of graduation, Sowder is more than con- 
fident that this year’s team can make their own 
mark on Long Beach State softball. 

“This year, half of our lineup is new so it’s a 
totally different team, and we knew that, and 
we make sure not to compare ourselves with last 
year’s team,” Sowder says from her office overlook- 
ing the Beach’s softball practice fields. “We gradu- 
ated four seniors that started every game, and we 
need to establish who we are this year.” 

The identity that Sowder and her team have 
been looking to establish is one of a balanced 
team that succeeds in all areas of play. Pitching, 
hitting and defense have all been equally empha- 
sized in an effort to field the most complete team 
each game. 

“We have been strong in all areas,” Sowder says. 
“Our pitching has obviously been very strong re- 
cently, and our hitting, 1-9, has been very solid. We 
are more balanced, and we have a lot of players 


who are hungry and have been waiting for their 


opportunity to play, and a lot of those players have 


»> 
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players have stepped up their game considerably this year, in 


ule, the Beach will begin April with conference play and look to 


7S cluding Jennifer Griffin at third base, who has become one of repeat as Big West champs. To do so, Coach Sowder feels a goal of 

h the most clutch hitters in the Beach’s lineup, and Danielle Linke, constant improvement is most important for her squad. 

1g who has played a solid right field and added some pop in the “We always want to continue to make adjustments and just 

- leadoff spot. continue to get stronger and better as a team,” Sowder says. 

id Along with these seniors providing leadership, this year’s team With a young group possessing a diligent and hardworking 
also has a very strong crop of freshmen and newcomers making attitude, Sowder and her team seem poised to dominate the Big 

it big impacts on the field. West for many seasons to come, creating an overall softball legacy 

e | “Kristen Pocock had very little playing time last yearandsheis at the Beach that extends far beyond wins and losses. 

A - | catching every other game at least and she is leading our team in “I want to establish an all-around program where academi 
hitting, and she has worked extremely hard this whole year after cally we are all graduating, we are all growing as people, getting 

n sitting out most of last year and kind of waiting for her oppor ready for the real world after college., just becoming better people 

1S tunity,” Sowder says. “Jodi Nakawatase tried out and walked on and having a passion for life,’ Sowder pauses for a second, smiles 

e and has a starting role at second base and has played a really solid and adds, ‘And obviously we want to continue a winning tradition 
second base and has had some key hits for us thus far.” and continue winning conference championships and competing 

n After rounding out a very competitive non-conference sched _ at the regional level.” 


NO. 4 ASHLEY WEBER 
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NO. 1 ALISHA ROSEN 
on INFIELD 


Pos 


| SET TO SHUFFLE 


Songs that get these softball players 
pumped up before games. 


no 


te Song Ron Browz — POP CHAMPAGNE 


Favorite 


Song Escape The Fate — SITUATIONS 


NO. 13 JENNIFER GR FFIN 
Position INFIELD 
Favorite Song Black Eyed Peas - BOOM BOOM POW 
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stepped up, and it’s nice to see them have that opportunity and 
do so well.” 

But as Long Beach State saw early in the team’s season, a bal- 
anced attack requires consistency and if the team is not able to 
execute its game plan, especially against the tough competition 
that the Beach faced early in the year, they will not be successful. 

“We were playing really quality teams and we were mak- 
ing mistakes, and you can’t do that against those kind of teams,” 
Sowder says. “We weren't playing our best softball and playing the 
teams that we were up against, we couldn't get away with that.” 

This lack of consistency led to a slow start out of the gate for 
the Beach, going 4-6 in their first 10 games, and tested the mental 
toughness of a fairly young team. 

“Having struggled a little bit at the beginning of the season, 
the team’s character was tested early on, and they have really 


stuck together,” Sowder says. “And they have worked hard at de- 


NO. 21 BR ANNA GOAD 
Position OUTFIELD 
Favorite Song Rascal Flatts — LIFE IS A HIGHWAY 


NO. 9 BRIDGETTE PAGANO 
Position PITCHER 
Favorite Song Nine Inch Nails - CLOSER 


veloping who they are as a team and where they want to go.” 

The strong work ethic of the team, something that Sowder says 
she has concentrated on heavily since taking over as head coach 
three years ago, and the play of some key new players helped Long 
Beach right the ship, and the team really hit their stride in the lo- 
cal Mayfair Tournament where they had an undefeated weekend 
in which they outscored their opponents 32-7. 

While the bats heated up during the Mayfair Tournament, it 
was the vicious combo of All-American strikeout queen Brooke 
Turner and freshman phenom Taylor Petty in the pitching rota- 
tion that has really gotten the Beach going. 

“Brooke is a very smart pitcher and Taylor Petty, a freshman 
pitcher, has really stepped in and given the team a lift that was 
needed,” Sowder says. “And when you have a pitching staff like 
that, it really gives your team a lot of confidence.” 

Along with the standout pitching, several senior position 
NO. 6 BROOKE TURNER 


n PITCHER 
» Song DJ Khaled — OUT HERE GRINDIN’ 
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tart with fate, add in a litth 
luck, a dash of right-place- 


and you have the beginning o} 
alternative pop-rock soon-to-be 
greats, Carolina Liar. So 


At a young 20-years-old, lead singer Chad 


Wolf hopped on a plane to California from his 
hometown of Charleston, S.C. to make a career 
out of his passion for music. 

“Tt was a month after my 20th birthday, my 
sister had given me a credit card with her name 
on it and I was trying to get into music school in 
Los Angeles, but I wasn't quite accepted yet so I 
didn't really know anybody out in LA or anything 
like that or really even have any money saved up 
enough to go out there so my sister got mea 
credit card and I just kind of jumped just to see 
what would happen,” says Wolf with a laugh. 

After a slew of odd jobs and an internship 
with songwriter Diane Warren, Wolf one day 
found himself house-sitting for renowned Swed 
ish music producer Max Martin, who is respon 
sible for Britney Spears’ “..Baby One More Time” 
album. But the relationship started off friendly 
as Wolf became friends with Martin and his fam 
ily until Martin heard some of Wolf's music. 

“What happened was Max had called us and 
said can we record two more songs, and the two 
songs we ended up writing for him to kind of get 
interested in the project was ‘Show Me What I’m 
Looking For’ and ‘I’m Not Over,” explains Wolf. 
Cut to three months later and Wolf was in Stock 
holm, Sweden (where Martin’s home studio is) 
working on demos. 

At the time the current drummer for the 
band was Sweden-born Johan Schuster, but 
Schuster was unable to fully commit due to his 
other songwriting and producing obligations 
(he later went on to help pen Pink's “So What” 
and Spears’ “If You Seek Amy”). Although he 
wasn't able to continue with the band, Schuster 
introduced Wolf to some of his musician friends 
who became the current members of Carolina 
Liar — keyboardist Johan Carlsson, guitarist Jim 
Almgren Gandara, guitarist Rickard Goransson, 
bassist Erik Haager and drummer Max Grahn. 

Then after rehearsing and recording their 
debut album “Coming to Terms” in Sweden on- 
and-off for about eight months, Wolf moved 
back to Los Angeles to wait for the other mem 
bers to come over to the States. 

“I came back to the States and waited until 
we could get visas and get everybody cleared to 


come into the U.S. and that happened around 


right-time and a lot of raw taler t : 


CARO 
LiA 


February last year and that’s when we really 
started working here in the States,’ says Wolf. 
Cut to three months later and Carolina Liar’s 
first album is released in May 2008 by Atlantic 
Records. 

The band’s sound — a little bit of Coldplay 
mixed with The Killers mixed with their own 
uniqueness — began slowly gaining popularity 
and their first single “I’m Not Over” started get 
ting heavy rotation along with “Show Me What 
I'm Looking For,” “Beautiful World” and title track 
“Coming to Terms. 

“The vocals on ‘Show Me What I'm Looking 
For,’ what's on the album and what's on the 
radio at the moment, that’s the first take,” says 
Wolf. “That's really the demo version of the song. 
As far as the vocals go, we didn’t really replace 
anything from what we did in our bedroom at 
the time. So it’s pretty funny that that song is 
still kind of stretching out and making these big 
moves and it’s the original one. It’s still the demo 
to some degree.” 

And big moves it has been making. The 
song has recently been featured on hit televi 
sion shows like “American Idol” and “One Life to 
Live,” along with many promotional commercial 
spots. Tbands other tracks have also been fea 
tured on shows like “Gossip Girl,” and for three 


consecutive weeks on “The Hills.” 


“That changes everything for us really,” ex 
plains Wolf about having their songsincluded in 
major television shows. “There’s a new audience ‘ 
often associated a lot of times with those shows, 
and people don’t necessarily listen to speci 
radio stations, but across the United States a 
lot of people watch certain shows, very specific - 
about the television shows that they watch and 
they watch them every week so’you get a 
fan base out of that. It helps immediately. You 
can see the sales on something change like over 
night.” 

Not only has their music been on TY, but the 
band themselves can say that they are small 
screen stars since they actually played in a scene 
on “g0210" in February. 

It's safe to say that these guys are not going 
to be just more musicians-turned-actors, and for 
now they are sticking to live shows. Currently, 
Wolf and Goransson are touring the States play 
ing acoustic sets and in the upcoming months, 
the band as a whole will be back on the road. 
With the kind of momentum Carolina Liar al 
ready has with their debut release, these guys 
can only continue to take over our radio and TV 
waves, gaining more recognition for their reach 
ing lyrics, soaring vocals and worldly alternative 
mixed with pop sound. This band is here to stay, 
and that's no lie. 
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EMALE ARTISTS ARE SLOWLY 


beginning to dominate the mu- 


sic industry. For the past three 
years, a female solo musician 
has won the Grammy for Best 
New Artist, and Erin McCarley is just another 
one to keep an ear out for. McCarley began to 
write music for her debut album, “Love, Save 
the Empty” while living in San Diego, and then 
halfway through the recording process in the 
summer of 2007 moved to Nashville to finish. 
After gaining recognition during 2008 play- 
ing live shows such as the South by Southwest 
Musical Festival, McCarley released her album 
on Jan. 6, 2009. Although her songs are not 
yet gaining much radio play, several tracks 
have been featured on episodes of “Grey's 


Anatomy” and “One Tree Hill,” among others, om 


and her first track “Pony (It’s OK)” set a record 
in February for the most iTunes “Single of the 
Week” downloads. McCarley chatted with DIG 
just before hitting the road on the “Ten Out of 
Tenn’ tour about how her career began, what 
her album encompasses and what it’s like to 
hear her songs on TV 

WG. | read that you grew up in Texas and then 
moved to San Diego briefly after college and 
that’s where you really got into music and song- 
writing, can you describe that experience to me. 
ERIN MCCARLEY: San Diego, I just kind of went 
there to escape music just cause I wasn't sure ex- 
actly really what I needed to write about or what 
my honest articulation was for, what I needed to 
get out there so I just kind of ran away and dove 
into just beach culture. I'd never lived in San Di- 
ego before, so for like a year I kind of vegged out, 
but the desire to do music kept eating away. I 
started going to more live shows and just getting 
inspired ... | worked at this little boutique by the 
beach but when I'd get home all Id do is write. So 
I started writing and I don’t know it was just a 
process of growing up and at the same time let- 
ting go of inhibitions, and I don’t know just ma- 
turing ... that was kind of the beginning. 

WG. Can you tell me about the recording pro- 
cess of your debut album and when you knew 
you wanted to really write and compile your 
songs to make an album? 

EM I was anxious to make one [an album] two 
years before I made it, and I just tried to be pa- 
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OiGg Cover Story 


ing. So I think probably after 


d scrapping then I started 


writing the record. — 


BY JESSICA IAVAZZI 


and the new “He’s Just Not That Into You” movie, 


“how would describe that feeling of hearing your 
@ songs on these shows and films? Is it kind of a 


: w «, ; 
WG And you were still in San Diego at this time’. : surreal experience? 


EM Mmhmm and I met Jamie Kenney whés 


wound up producing the record. He lived in 
Nashville and he was out in LA and we met up 
and I played some songs for him, and we decid 
ed, ‘Hey let’s try to work together and see what 
happens.’ I went out to Nashville for a week and 
recorded two songs and we wrote together as 
well ... It was a two year process of recording. 
WG. Your album has a pretty unique name, 
could you give us a little bit of information 
about the meaning of the name of your album 
and that title track? 

EM The reason I picked that particular title is be 
cause it just encompassed what the whole album 
is kind of about — just filling a void and just finding 
those desires or wants that we all have and figur 
ing out how to fill that. “Love, Save the Empty” kind 
of came about after thinking of just how there's 
little to no role model these days and just thinking 
about certain kids that have to grow up with ei 
ther parents that don’t want to be involved or just 
no parents, and that’s kind of how it started. 

(WG. Your music has been on several TV shows 


“EM It definitely is [surreal] especially the first 


time you hear it and how the people decide to 
use it. The very, very, very first time that I ever 
heard it was on One Tree Hill I think and it was 
.. Pitter Pat,” and it was pretty wild just sitting 
there watching it air so you're watching it at the 
same time everybody else is and it comes on... I 
do get to see the scenes usually“hot necessarily 
see them, I did get to see the movie before it hap 
pened, but before I approve it I usually geta scene 
description to know where it’s going to tie into 
just in case it doesn’t line up with what [I see]. 
DIG. Do you have any plans for after the [Ten 
Out of Tenn Tour] and the rest of year? 

EM I think that I may have a small break in 
April, but I’m doing some dates with Jack’s 
Mannequin in April/May and then there's 
some other opportunities coming up not defi 
nite yet, but talk of some daytime stuff... and 
other late night shows.... Right now it’s really 
promoting this record and hopefully getting 
people to know who I am and really want to 


hear more. 


ALE 


~ JOHNSON 


eel 
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aptly titled 2006 release 
“Coming Hotné”feflected this with a softer, more 
melodic and pop-influenced sound. But as Pat Be 
natar let us know repeatedly, love is a battlefield. 

“The truth of the matter is that when we did 
‘Coming Home’ we were all in love. I was en 
gaged, Jordan was engaged,” recalls lead guitar 
ist Chad Gilbert as he drove through LA on his 
way to an afternoon screening of the comic book 
flick “Watchmen.” “But since that time my rela 
tionship failed, Jordan’s relationship failed and 
going into this record we had a lot of angst.” 

With these emotions, the south Florida 
grown and currently LA based quintet — guitar 
ist Gilbert, vocalist Jordan Pundik, guitarist Steve 
Klein, bassist lan Grushka and drummer Cyrus 
Bolooki -- bunkered themselves in OPRA studios 
and went to battle, churning out “Not Without A 
Fight,” the band’s first album on Epitaph Records 
and their most upbeat and triumphant record 
since the band’s debut. 

“We didn’t aim to make a faster, more en 
ergetic record. That’s just what really came out 
because of our natural emotion and that’s what 
I like that about New Found Glory, we are a 
100 percent real band and that’s why ‘Coming 
Home’ came out the way it did and that’s why 


ithout A Fight’ came out the way it did,” 


says Gilbert. 


“Fight” let’s listeners know right away that 
this was a rejuvenated New Found Glory - a 
quick jab from opener “Right Where We Left 
Off,” and a counter punch from the gang vocal 
laden second track in which Pudnik and the 
rest of his pop-punk brothers exclaim the tracks 
title, “Don’t Let Her Pull You Down!” in unison — 
proves that. 

“I like different songs on ‘Not Without A Fight’ 
for different reasons,” says Gilbert. “I like ‘Listen 
To Your Friends, the single, for its melody. I think 
Steve did an amazing job with that one. Musically, 
my favorite song is ‘Tangled Up.’ I think musically 
it is a big step forward for New Found Glory.” 

Other tracks like “Truck Stop Blues,” a track 
Gilbert enjoys because of its simplistic and fast 
approach, continue the theme of an upbeat re 
cord, and the pop-punk/hardcore “Such A Mess” 
brings double bass breakdowns and more gang 
vocals into the equation. 

New Found Glory employed the expertise 
of pop-punk godfather Mark Hoppus, bassist/ 
vocalist of recently reunited Blink 182 fame, to 
man the boards in the studio and produce the 
record, a process that Gilbert saw as greatly ben 
eficiary in creating a strong record and allowing 
the band to gain a unique perspective on their 
music while recording. 

“Working with Mark was awesome, it was re 


ddenly pauses while talking 
with Hoppus, and a second later 
: w-doing this interview I think you 
et my déath on recording, I think I have 
d about Seven times on this phone 


‘his composure and control 
bert begins talking again about 
oppus' influence on “Not Without A Fight” 

“Mar has a ton of experience inthe studio, he 
10ws how to write awesome songs, and I think 
he also helped us record the record in the sense 
that he is a New Found Glory fan,” continues Gil 


_ bert. “He got into New Found Glory a long time 


ago. When we released ‘Self-Titled’ he got our cell 
phone number and called us back in 2000 and we 
have known him for years. So it was neat having 
someone that is also a fan of the band and knows 
what he likes about our band, so when we were 
writing songs his opinion was great because he 
would say things like ‘Oh, I love that about you 
guys, or ‘You should put more of that.” 

New Found Glory’s return to form and the re 
emergence of Blink 182 couldn't come at a better 
time according to Gilbert. 

“Lately in music, especially in our scene, I feel 
like there has been a lot of emphasis on the look 
sand I feel like in-our scene now there is a lot less 
emphasis on the song and a lot more on the album 
packaging and the color of the shirts the band is 
wearing and the style of their hair,” says Gilbert. 

And though Gilbert is understandingly excit 
ed and proud of “Not Without A Fight,” he is quick 
to point out that “it’s one of those things where 
your music has to speak for itself. I feel like when 
bands write a record and come out and say ‘We're 
bringin’ punk back!’ and our record is going to do 
this and do that, usually the record sucks.” 

As much as the record speaks for itself in 
terms of its message, tone and overall return toa 
style that is influenced by the roots of the band, 
fans are singing the praise of the record as well. 

“| have been reading a lot of things online 
with kids saying ‘Yeah! Punks back!” Gilbert 
says in his best imitation of the average Abso 
lutePunk.net visitor, where the album has been 
discussed heavily since its release a month ago. 

“| just hope people get this record and say 
‘Wow, this a straightforward album with pure 
emotion and pure adrenaline’ and it’s a record 
with five guys, who look like guys, and are confi 
dent in what they do and it’s rad,” said Gilbert. 

Catch New Found Glory bringing punk 
back on their current tour with Bayside and 
Set Your Goals. 
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ESTLED BETWEEN SAN DIEGO AND 

Los Angeles, Orange County’s music 

scene can often get overshadowed 

by its big city borders. Yet the Orange 

County Music Awards [OCMA] honor 

this area's musical acts proving this re- 

gion has just as much talent. Now in their eighth year, the 

OCMA drew influence from their metropolitan neighbors, but 

shifted the spotlights to give the local artists the recognition 
they deserve. 

“The purpose of the awards is to create awareness and op- 

portunities for local musicians through recognition of talent,” ex- 

plains Luke Allen, producer of the 2009 OCMA. “We have had a 


lot of press about the nominees and other artists that have par- 


ticipated in the showcase series and hopefully people will start 
taking notice of the scene and the artists in OC and get inspired 
to open more venues, labels, studios, publications, etc.” 

Martin Brown, the former house agent and booker at the Gal- 
axy Concert Theatre in Santa Ana and publisher of Live maga- 
zine, founded the OCMA in 2001 and hosted the first show at 
the Galaxy. A few years later the show was gaining momen- 
tum and switched venues to the Grove of Anaheim. Last year, 
Brown decided to move to Spain and passed the torch on to 
Allen, owner of the Santa Ana rehearsal studio Gemini Studios. 

“(Gemini Studios] started sponsoring the Awards and Martin 
[Brown] simply asked me at the Best Live Band finals last year,” 
says Allen of his newly appointed producer position. “He just 
mentioned that he was moving to Spain and that he was look- 


ing for someone to take over the awards. So basically | said 


‘okay’ and then we worked out the details.” 


online 


Check out digmagonline.com for interviews 
with nominated artists Stacy Clark and Venus Infers. 


THE ACADEMY & SHOWGASES 
This year under Allen's direction, the OCMA 
made the jump froma submission-based process 


to a more predominantly nomination-based one 
— Twenty-one total categories covered all genres 
of music from Best Pop Rock to Best Surf and Best 


- New Artist with 18 being academy-nominated, 


two live submission-based [Best Live Acous- 
tic and Best Live Band] and one People’s Choice 
Award. 

“We looked pretty closely at two neighboring 
awards shows that have both been around for 18 
years — the LA Music Awards and the San Diego 
Music Awards,” says Allen. 

The LA Music Awards is a pay-to-submit pro- 
cess and the San Diego Music Awards are an 
academy-based process, and after observing the 
good qualities in the San Diego show, Allen says 
that in the “long term changing the Awards to 
a nomination based process was the best way 
to make it a relevant and effective show for the 
community.” Next, they chose key tastemakers 
in the local Orange County music scene to make 
up the academy. 

“What makes the academy so great is that it 
provides diversity,” says OCMA academy mem- 
ber Ashley Elliot, Orange County DJ on KUCI 
Press Pass and editorial assistant/video producer 
at Churm Media. “Everyone has different back- 
grounds in the music industry and of course dif- 
ferent musical tastes. This allows for a broad spec- 
trum of artists to be considered for the awards.” 

Tazy Phyllipz, Orange County DJ, founder 
of Ska Parade and promoter for The District, 
has also been involved with the OCMA “even 
before they started,” he says. The community- 
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BY CHELSEA ROBERTSON AND MIKE RINCON 


f you are looking for live music, good times and a fun atmosphere, look no further. This 


month DIG found the three most rockin’ bars around. If you are 21 and older and in 
Long Beach, Orange County or Los Angeles, there is a live band playing its heart out 


or you, you've just got to find them. Those of you who aren't 21 yet,“don't worry your 


4 


<in’ around the clock Or 
Ss 


east until last call. » 


ime will come, and we're pretty sure these bars will still be roc 


at 


DETROIT BAR 


843 West 19th St. Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

In 2001 when The Memphis Group bought out Club Mesa, Detroit Bar was born. With a newly remodeled e 
interior and state-of-the-art sound system, Detroit Bar is home to an eclectic mix of live music and a variety 
of DJs spinning the night away. You can find performances from artists of all genres from Cold War Kids to 
Big Daddy Kane. This contemporary Orange County setting offers a full bar, private parking lot, pool tables, 
outdoor smoking area, fireside lounge and plenty of room to gance. Located between a laundromat and a 


Mexican restaurant in an older OC strip mall, Detroit Bar outshines it surroundings. <8 


, 


Soe. ee a a a, 


ALEX’S BAR 


2013 East Anaheim St. Long Beach, CA 90804 


Tucked away in the Auto Zone parking lot on Anaheim Street is one of Long Beach’s hidden gems. If you 


don’t know by now, we're talking about Alex’s Bar. With live shows three to four times a week, reasonably 
priced drinks and a photo booth, you can’t go wrong. The deep-red walls and punk rock vibe were even 
featured in “Tenacious D: The Pick of Destiny:” Alex's Bar's highlight seems to be when Mr. Mister Miyagi 
steps on stage the first Saturday of every month. They play, you sing. The live 80's karaoke band draws huge 


crowds so remember to get there early that way you can sing along to classics you know and love. 


RAINBOW BAR AND GRILL RAINBOWBAR AND GRILL 


go15 Sunset Blvd. West Hollywood, CA 90069 


If you're in the Los Angeles area and looking for something to do any given night of the week make your 
way down to the iconic Sunset Boulevard to the Rainbow Bar and Grill. While the downstairs portion is 
“strictly a restaurant, once you venture up the stair you'll find yourself “Over the Rainbow.’ In this club you 


will find a full bar, dance floor and live music. With live performances every night except Sundays, open mic 


TR WE 
every Monday night and karaoke every Tuesday; you're bound to find something you can get your feet mov FRI LAYER: pa 


ing to. Located next to The Roxy, this rock ‘n’ roll bar was once frequented by music legends John Lennon, Jim S$ ROOT DOWR 


Morrison, members of Guns N’ Roses and Led Zeppelin, and yeu can usually still catch a glimpse of a modern 


day celebrity or two hanging around. 
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Baseball vs. UC 
Riverside @ Blair 
Field, 1 p.m. 
Autolux @ The 
Glass House, 
7p.m., $14 


12 


Silversun Pickups 
@ The Glass House, 
8 p.m., $22.50 


19 


Baseball vs. CSUN 
@ Blair Field, 1 p.m. 


26 


DJ Quik @ Key Club, 
8:30 p.m., $25 


The Bird and the Bee 
feat. Juliette Com- 
magere @ Echoplex, 
8 p.m., $13 


13 


The Gole Conser- 
vatory of Music 
presents New Music 
Ensemble, directed 
by Dave Gerhart @ 
Gerald Daniel Recital 
Hall, 8 p.m. 


20 


Kottonmouth Kings 
@ Grove of Anaheim, 
7:30 p.m., $27.50 


ra 


Ladytron w/ The 
Faint @ [he Fonda, 7 
p.m., $25 
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Baseball vs. San Diego 
State @ Blair Field, 
6:30 p.m. 

Theatre Arts Depart- 
ment presents “A Beau- 
tiful Laugh,” directed 
by Orlando Pabotoy @ 
Player's Theatre, 7:30 


p.m,, April 7-18 
14 


Department of Human 
Development presents 
“Whiteness and Privi- 
lege: Understanding 
How Well Intentioned 
White People and Social 
Systems Maintain 
Inequality” @ USU Ball- 
foom, 11 a.m. fo 3 p.m. 


21 


Jeff Beck @ El Rey 
Theatre, 7:30 p.m., 
$65 


1 


University Art Museum 
presents Paul Shamb- 
toom Picturing Power 
@UAM, 12 p.m. to5 
p.m., April 1-5 

Gavin Degraw @ EI Rey 
Theatre, 8 p.m., $23 


8 


15 


Dragonforce @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
$17.50 

India.Arie @ Club 
Nokia, 7 p.m., 
$61.50-31.50 


22 


Ladytron 
The Fonda, Apr. 27 


2 


Plain White T's @ 
HOB Sunset, 6:30 p.m., 
$15.50 


9 


Del The Funky 
Homosapien @ The 
Glass House, 7 p.m., 
$15 


16 


Avenged Sevenfold 
@ Nokia Theater LA 
Live, 8 p.m., $54- 
39.50 

MIMS @ Key Club, 
8:30 p.m., $20 


23 


The Dance Department 
presents HyperDrive: 
A Celebration of Dance 
@ Carpenter Performing 
Arts Center, 8 p.m. 

The Devil Wears Prada 
w/ A Day To Remem- 
ber @ The Glass House, 
6:30 p.m., $16 


3 


Baseball vs. UC 
Riverside @ Blair 
Field, 6:30 p.m. 
Men’s Volleyball 
vs. Stanford @ The 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


10 


Men’s Volleyball 
vs. UCSB @ The 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


17 


Britney Spears @ 
The Staples Center, 8 
p.m., $150-39.50 
Coachella Valley 
music and arts 
festival @ Indio 

Polo Club, $99, April 
17-19 


24 


Bamboozle Left 
Festival feat. Fall Out 
Boy, 50 Cent, The Get 
Up Kids, The Used 
and many more, April 
4-5 @ Irvine Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheater, 
$47.50 per day 


11 


Men’s Volleyball 
vs. CSUN @ The 
Pyramid, 7 p.m. 


18 


Baseball vs. CSUN 
@ Blair Held, 2 p.m. 


Kaleidoscope Festival, 
annual festival and 
open house event @ 
CSULB 11 amto5p.m, 
Matt Costa @ HOB 
Anaheim, 7 p.m., 
$17.50 


